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GREECE

Impending labor difficulties: Major labor problems may soon occupy the
attention of the Greek Covernment. The government’s stopgap agreement
with the civil servaats on wage and price difficuities reached in April is
about to end, and Greek labor gencrally sees tha: the various promises fo
produce 2 salary readjustment by 1 july show no sign of materializing.

The greatly reduced value of Greek wages makes it politically unsafe for
Greek labor, political, or government leaders to put off finding a definitive
solution for the problem. Inasmuch as the government, which has already
reached the point of diminishing returns in reguiative machinery, could
offer little except frankly inflatiorary measures or another stopgap forinuia,
the Greeks will probably try to make ECA /Greece bear much of the onus
for finding, or for failing to find, a long-range settlement. Consequently,
although strikes and recriminations will certainly contribute to local
political instability, the brunt of the problem will probably have to be
borne directiy by the US.

“JRKBY

Collective security: Months of Turkish predding have finally resulted
in o French note acknowledging that France is srill bourd by its 1939

security alliance with Turkey and the UK. This seems to be about all

the Turkish Government can accompliish for the moment in sirengthening
Turkey’s collective security positica; the UK has already profferred

similar reassurances on several occasions since the end of the war, while the
US, during Foreign Minisier Sadak’s trip to Washington last month, firmly
refterated its direct interest in Turkey’'s continued stability and independence.
Eventually, however--although probably not untii sometime after the

Atlantic Treoiy has been ratified--the Turks may again seek more definite
commitments from the Western powers on the subject of collective

security. The Turkish approach mzy take the forr: of a proposal to extend
the “‘North Atlantic’’ treaty area eastward across the Mediterranean, or it
may involve a renewed eifort 7o conclude some separate but correlated local
agreement, supported at least by the US. As a related or substitute proposal,
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the Turks may well propose 2 re-definition of the tripartite agraement

newly reaffirmed by Francs. The agree:ent--which includes the stiputa-

sion that Turkey cannot be recuired to talke any action judged inimical to

the USSR --was drawn ap on the basis of the situation at the start of World

war I1 and ic ili-suited for use in present or foreseeable futwre circumstances.

VO BEATES

A1
N

Unecsiness in high places: Colonel taim’g Internal reorgaaizaiion in
Syrio coniinue to have an unseitling eife~t on syria’s neighbors. The
Lebanese Government, ovidently feartul that ils domestic opposition may
eraalate the Syriar diciator, has now arregted o number of members of the
Syrian Popular Darty, which advoeates unifieation of the Lrab siabtes,
although there appears to oe no justificction for the government s charges
nat those arresied were planaing the overthrow of the regime. Irag

has also manifested nervousness over a neighbor who hag countered Iragl
aspirations for a Baghdad-dominated Pertile Crescent by ereating the
vgre of a resurgent Syrian nationalism. Prime Minister url al-Sald has
not orly expressed unwillinguess to aczept the resulis of the forthcoming

Syrian presidentizl elections {in wixich laim 5 success is 2 foregone
conciusicn) but has also gone so far as to mess Iragi troops aiong the
Syrian border. These manifestations dof the Arab world s seasitivity o

any disturbanecs of the status guo play duwect!y into the hands of the
israele. The conrentration of Iraqi ivoops sgainst Syria, in particular,
leaves Syrin more vulnerable than ever tc atiack by the recently reinforced
Isrseli troops in the still-disputed iishmar hay Yarden sector.

Hae pord
ES W 9

Merger aftermath: The Chah is apparently trying to make the recent
gendarmerie-army merger more palatsble to his eritics, who consider

the mergeyr tantamounnt to aboliching the gencarmerie. The Ghah has given
agsuranes that the capable chief of the pendarmerie will not be retired,

and he has agreed o develop an “‘elite’ gendarmerie which will retain

full polize powers in carrying oxt the instructions of the civilian

ministrics. Je has also sugges'ed that a plaaning group be set up consist-

ing of senior Iranian Army officers and senior U8 dficers on the Gendarmerie
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ag well as the Army Mission to meet regulariy with him. Alithough these
efforts by the Shah to make amends may foreshadow slight modifications

in the merger, they are probably calculated primarily to evokefrom the US,
which discouraged the merger move, a sympathetic reception to the recent
Iranian request for substantial direct aid.

HNOTED IN BRIEF

The Turkish Government has indicated its determination to retain tight
Sonfrol Oover internal securiiy, &espite e enors to saengthen Turkish
democratic institutions now going on, by the amendments to the Turkish
Penal Code which it has now proposed. Designed for use against extreme
rjghtists and leftists, the amendments are very broadly defined; among
the offenses listed is that of spreading progaganda for such purposes as
““apsetting the country’s economic system,  ‘‘endangering basic social
principles, ’ or weakening *‘the feeling of national unity.”’

* £ &

The Turkish authorities have cailed upon the rmenian community to
&lect a naw patriarch for the Gregorian Church In Turkey. 1he present
acting patriarch has been snvolved in acrimonious disputes with other
elements in the church, and the ;jovernment chviously wantis to forestall
jnterference on the part of the sipreme head of the church, who is resident
in Et¢thmiadzin, USSR,

* * &

The UN's short-range Arab refugee activities, which it was hoped would

S Tor ihe rest of 1949, may have (o be halted by 1 Getober for lack of
funds, aceording to UN Relief Director Griffis. Although the US has
authorized an $8 million Arab relief allocatiun {in addition to the $8 million
already provided), the enabling jegislation now pending makes the use of
haif this amount contingent on the discharge of their relief commitments by
other contributing nations--a point which is now in doubt. The UN retugee
rolief authorities are now proiicing a meagre diet of 1,804 calories a day

to more than 800,000 refugees, at an average cost of $2 o month per person.

# # ¥
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lone Iranian comsulate in 8;%19 USISR at Sale has beﬁn closed in wcar&mm
with me reciprocal arrangemenh
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The USSR, one month after 'Ag'x"ea,i&ag to close its consulates in 1 Iramn, has
remxtedly shut down its posts at Araebil, Hezalch, and uermnsbaah
£ the zight r@mainﬁmgg some will pmba&ny remain open until after the
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